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Category 2 Hospitals have self-identified as facilities that can 
safely hold potential Ebola patients for up to 96 hours while 
health status is determined. 

 

Site Visits 
 Teams of DHS subject matter experts will be visiting Category 2 

hospitals 

 Meet with hospital leaders to discuss readiness needs 

 Offer counsel and assistance to continue work 

 

 

Category 2 Hospitals  

2 



Category 3 Hospitals are facilities that will initially screen and 
identify potential Ebola cases and then transfer those patients 
to Category 2 facilities. 

 

Category 3 Hospitals have been identifying to which Category 
2 Hospitals they will send suspected cases and reporting those 
to DHS. 

Category 3 Hospitals 



 911 and EMS should continue to screen for Ebola. 

 CDC confirmed on a recent call 

 Algorithm available at http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/pdf/ems-
911-patients-with-possible-ebola.pdf  

 If EMS identifies a suspect case, they should immediately 
contact DHS to determine next steps, including where to 
transport the patient. 

Emergency Medical Services 
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 February 7-8, 2015 at Froedert Hospital 

 Joint Healthcare Assistance Teams (JHATs) that can 
provide support in the event of an Ebola patient in 
Wisconsin 

 DHS provided personal protective equipment for the 
participants to practice donning and doffing 

 DHS is grateful to the Guard for their willingness to put in 
this time to augment Wisconsin’s readiness efforts 

National Guard Joint Healthcare 

Assistance Teams Training 



 Announced in January 

 $2.82 million for Wisconsin 

 Application to be submitted next week 

 Expect to receive notice of any award in April 

 

 Ebola Supplemental for Healthcare is expected in the 
spring 

PHEP Ebola Funding Supplemental 



Per CDC: 
 Most major cruise lines are prohibiting any traveler in the 21-

day Ebola monitoring period to board a cruise 
 If a monitored traveler notifies a local health agency of cruise 

plans, they should be instructed to contact the cruise 
company 

 Cruise lines will likely work with travelers to rearrange their 
travel plans.   

 

Monitored Travelers: Cruise Lines  

Postponing Trips 



 Important to notify DHS of any possible Ebola 
symptoms of a monitored patient – not just fever 

 Monitored travelers should be instructed to notify 
local public health prior to seeking any health 
care, even if completely unrelated to possible 
Ebola 

 Local Health Departments should communicate with 
health care providers in advance of non-Ebola related 
visits, to allay concerns and so the traveler does not 
unexpectedly trigger a screen. 

Monitored Travelers Coordination 



 Returned, low risk traveler being monitored by a local health 
department developed symptoms the week of February 2, 2015 
 DHS and CDC notified and consulted 

 Traveler admitted to Category 2 hospital  

 Test results were negative for Ebola virus and the traveler was released from the 
hospital 

 They will remain monitored until the end of their 21-day period.   

 DHS Public Information Officers (PIOs) coordinated with local and 
hospital PIOs in a joint information center to plan the media 
response. The local entities handled media inquiries. 

 This case and situation was handled smoothly by all partners and 
reinforces the planning and exercising work that has been done at 
DHS and the local level. 

 

 We hope to have partners share their experiences on a future 
webinar. 

 

Monitored Traveler: Real-World Episode 



Questions? 
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